
Media Contact: Kelly Badger 
760-591-0700 

kbadger@wrightoncomm.com   

 

 

Gary and Mary West Foundation Partners with  
North County Trade Tech High School 

Foundation awards more than $500,000 to develop Trade Tech as a model for  
future schools across the United States 

Vista, CA ς August 12, 2008 ς North County Trade Tech High School (Trade Tech), an innovative charter 

school located in Vista, and the Gary and Mary West Foundation, a private family foundation, 

announced a partnership to establish Trade Tech as a prototype for career technical education across 

the United States.   

The model is designed to educate students for the new world of work. No longer will students have to 

ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΨŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǇǊŜǇΩ ƻǊ ΨŎŀǊŜŜǊ-ǇǊŜǇΣΩ as Trade Tech offers both in a highly personalized 

learning environment. In addition to their high school diploma, students will have the opportunity to 

earn college credit, participate in work-based internships, and begin an accelerated apprenticeship 

program in the building and construction industries. 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ¢ŜŎƘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ƘŜƭƭŜȅ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ Gary and Mary West 

FƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻǾides a unique blend of strong academics and 

workforce competence. Students will have the opportunity to gain real-world experience with the 

support of local industry ς ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ  

Earlier this year, the Gary and Mary West Foundation provided more than $500,000 to Trade Tech to 

fund staff positions, enhance education programs and technology, and purchase vehicles to take 

students to and from service-learning and job sites. In addition, the foundation has signed on as primary 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ¢ŜŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά²Ŝǎǘ¢ŜŎƘ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŜǎέ ōŀƴƴŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

locations to be selected and developed at a subsequent stage.  

ά!ǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǳǊƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ, from concept to preparing for our incoming 9th grade students this fall, we 

have been amazed by the passionate and enthusiastic response of our industry partners, community 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ DŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ ²Ŝǎǘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ 

however, is something we could never have dared to dream about just one ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎƻΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ƻǊŜŜƴ 

Quinn, CEO of Trade Tech. 

The Gary and Mary West Foundation was established by successful entrepreneurs Gary and Mary West, 

founders of West Corporation, headquartered in Omaha, Nebraska, which is a leading customer 



relationship management provider.  The Gary and Mary West Foundation has a specific interest in 

charter high school education, with a focus on Career Technical Education. 

About North County Trade Tech High School 

North County Trade Tech High School is an innovative public charter school. The choice is no longer 

between ΨŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǇǊŜǇΩ or ΨŎŀǊŜŜǊ-ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ς Trade Tech offers both in an engaging, project-

driven learning environment. Students will have the opportunity to explore high skill / high wage careers 

in the building and construction trades, construction management, engineering, architecture and 

interior design ς all consistent with modern green building design and integrated with California state 

academic standards.   

Trade Tech is tuition-free and not-for-profit. In addition to the Gary and Mary West Foundation, it has 

received financial support from the Girard Foundation; EdVisions Schools (a Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation funded network); the California Department of Education; and industry groups including the 

Associated Builders and Contractors.   

Trade Tech is currently accepting 100 ninth-grade students, growing to 400 students across grades 9 to 

12 by 2011. More information can be found at www.tradetechhigh.org or by calling 760-598-0782. 
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